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true justice have had and will continue to have
on our legal system. On behalf of the 9th Con-
gressional District of California, | salute and
thank Judge Horace Wheatley for his invalu-
able contributions to the people of Alameda
County, the 9th Congressional District, the
State of California and our entire country.

———
CONGRATULATING NEW NMA
PRESIDENT  DR. SANDRA L.
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Mr. JACKSON of lllinois. Mr. Speaker, it is
my privilege to recognize and congratulate
one of my constituents and the 106th presi-
dent of The National Medical Association, Dr.
Sandra L. Gadson.

Founded in 1895, the National Medical As-
sociation, NMA, is the largest and oldest na-
tional organization representing African Amer-
ican physicians and their patients in the United
States. The NMA represents the interests of
more than 35,000 African American physicians
and the patients they serve and is the leading
force for parity and justice in medicine and the
elimination of health disparities. Throughout its
history, the National Medical Association has
focused primarily on health issues related to
African Americans and medically underserved
populations, as well as all ethnic groups.

Many years ago, Dr. Gadson was herself a
patient, facing a battle with colon cancer. In
her own words, Dr. Gadson stated: “When my
patients curse a rising wave of pain or strug-
gle to give voice to their suffering, | under-
stand because I've been there.” This experi-
ence has not only influenced Dr. Gadson to be
a more sensitive and empathetic doctor, but it
inspired her to improve the quality of service
available to patients everywhere.

While working in the Emergency Room at
Methodist Hospital in Gary, Indiana, Dr.
Gadson was shocked to learn that the pre-
dominately poor, African American city had a
high prevalence of kidney failure but no dialy-
sis center. She immediately took action and
established the first freestanding dialysis cen-
ter in northern Indiana.

In her acceptance speech, Dr. Gadson said
that as president of NMA, she will work to in-
crease its membership and mentorship, advo-
cate for a national health plan of universal
coverage, strengthen partnerships  with
churches and the media to promote health
awareness, and to launch initiatives in kidney
disease that encourage transplantation and
organ donation. Dr. Gadson, a practicing
nephrologist, also made note of the fact that
African Americans make up 13 percent of the
U.S. population but nearly one-third of all kid-
ney patients. “The crisis of kidney failure in
the African American community mirrors the
dilemma of health care disparities,” Dr.
Gadson stated.

Dr. Gadson’s contributions to the health
community have been enumerable. As presi-
dent of the NMA, she will continue to help de-
crease health disparities and increase access
to high quality healthcare for all Americans.
We are truly fortunate to have her as a part
of our community, and | congratulate her on
her achievement.
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
that Government Reform Committee Chair
Tom DAvis (R-VA) and House Administration
Committee Ranking Member  JUANITA
MILLENDER-MCDONALD (D-CA) are introducing
a bill with me today to permit two statues hon-
oring citizens of the District of Columbia in
Statuary Hall of the Capitol, just as statues
honoring citizens of States are placed in the
historic hall. This legislation would allow the
city to offer two statues to the Congress on
behalf of DC residents. As | introduce this bill,
as we have just honored the citizens of New
Mexico, | ask the committee to remember that
with the placement of their second statute, a
bill | was pleased to support, | seek equal rec-
ognition for the citizens of the District of Co-
lumbia.

The District of Columbia was born with the
Nation itself. The city has more than two cen-
turies of its very own rich and uniquely Amer-
ican history. It goes without saying that the al-
most 650,000 American citizens who live in
the Nation’s Capital deserve the honor of hav-
ing two of its history makers represented in
the halls of the Nation’s Capital just as citizens
who live in the 50 States have long enjoyed.

Our bill would allow the Mayor and the City
Council to devise the method for determining
the identity of the honorees, who must be de-
ceased. Mayor Anthony Williams has already
agreed to find funds in the District’s budget for
these statues upon the passage of this legisla-
tion.

Every time we allow the District to be ex-
cluded from its place among the 50 States, we
undermine the Nation’s efforts to spread full
democracy around the world. While DC resi-
dents have not yet obtained the same political
equality and voting rights as the citizens of the
States, they have all the responsibilities of the
States, including paying all Federal taxes and
serving in all wars. Today, when our residents
are serving in Iraq, the least we should do is
to give this city its rightful and equal place in
the Capitol. Among our residents now serving
their country, the District lost 44-year-old Lt.
Col. Paul W. Kimbrough, an African American
engineer who was supporting Operation En-
during Freedom in Afghanistan. | attended the
funeral of 21-year-old Specialist Darryl Dent of
the DC National Guard who was killed in Iraq.
There are more than 100 soldiers still serving
in Iraq from Specialist Dent’s 547th Transpor-
tation Company.

This bill offers District residents the oppor-
tunity to enjoy the same pride that all other
citizens experience when they come to their
Capital—the opportunity to view memorials
that commemorate the efforts of deceased
local residents who have made significant con-
tributions to American history.
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Ms. LOFGREN of California. Mr. Speaker,
the California Democratic Congressional Dele-
gation is proud to recognize the achievements
of our colleague, Rep. Barbara Lee, upon the
presentation of the Lifetime Achievement
Award by the 100 Black Men of Silicon Valley.

The concept of the 100 Black Men was born
in New York in 1963, when a group of con-
cerned African American men gathered to ex-
plore ways of improving conditions in their
community. These visionaries and industry
leaders included David Dinkins, Jackie Robin-
son, Nathaniel Goldston Ill, Andrew Hatcher
and founding President Dr. William Hayling.

The mission of the 100 Black Men of Silicon
Valley is to improve the quality of life of our
citizens and enhance educational opportunities
for African Americans and minorities, through
its chapters, in all communities—with a par-
ticular emphasis on young African American
males. They do this by focusing on mentoring,
education, health and wellness, and economic
development.

It is fitting that Representative BARBARA LEE
is being honored for her long record of stand-
ing for youth and family issues such as crimi-
nal justice reform as a member of the Public
Safety, Sentencing and Incarceration Reform
Caucus. Health and wellness has been at a
priority for her in Congress as well. She has
fought to establish a United States Health
Service and provide health coverage for all
Americans. The measure, first introduced in
1978 by her predecessor, Representative Ron
Dellums, has been a priority for her since her
election in 1998. Representative BARBARA LEE
has also been committed to promoting eco-
nomic development and supporting those who
need it most, including working to secure in-
vestment in housing, transit systems, roads,
clean water, and schools to stimulate the
economy and create jobs.

We wish to thank the 100 Black Men for
their tireless efforts to enhance the quality of
life for all citizens, and to Representative BAR-
BARA LEE for her deeply held commitment to
the principle of human rights.

———
IN HONOR OF DON MILANESE,
VICE PRESIDENT OF LAS

POSITAS COLLEGE, ON THE OC-
CASION OF HIS RETIREMENT

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Don Milanese, vice president of Aca-
demic Services at Las Positas College in
Livermore, who is retiring after 35 years of
service to the Chabot-Las Positas Community
College District, the Tri-Valley community, and
thousands of students.

Don began his career in 1964 as a graduate
teaching assistant at the University of Cali-
fornia at Davis. Following a 2-year stint in the
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